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The Ultimate Middle Earth Tour
Explore the highlights of Middle Earth and the spectacular scenery made famous in the Lord of the
Rings and Hobbit movies.  

You’ll visit film locations from both trilogies across New Zealand. In Wellington you get a behind the
scenes peak at Weta Workshop, where many of your favourite characters were brought to life. 

In the South Island the scenery is magnificent. And – a special treat! – you’ll get the best view from
your helicopter tour of southern film locations, courtesy of the crew that Peter Jackson contracted for
aerial filming of the LOTR and Hobbit movies.  

Starts in: Auckland
Finishes in: Queenstown
Length: 17days / 16nights
Accommodation: Apartments
Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: Late model rental cars Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance
(excess may apply)

Includes: Unlimited kms Includes: GPS navigation
Includes: Airport & ferry terminal rental car fees Includes: Additional drivers
Includes: Comprehensive tour pack (detailed
itinerary, driving instructions, map/guidebooks,
brochures)

Includes: 24/7 support while touring New Zealand

Included activity: Private Transfer Auckland
Airport to Auckland accommodation with
Tourcorp

Included activity: Electronic Travel Guide and In-
Country Support App

Included activity: Lord of the Rings Edoras Tour Included activity: Dart River Wilderness Jet
Included activity: Hobbiton Movie Set Tour Included activity: Lost World Caving Tour with

Waitomo Adventures
Included activity: Private Guided Tongariro
Alpine Crossing with Adrift

Included activity: Lord Of The Rings Half Day
Tour - Wellington

Included activity: Wētā Workshop Experience Included activity: Interislander Ferry Wellington to
Picton

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://finetravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=823 or call us on 64 9 363 2754
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Day 1

Private Transfer Auckland Airport to Auckland Accommodation
You will be met at the Auckland airport by the driver and transferred to your Auckland accommodation.

Welcome to Auckland
Auckland, New Zealand's self-proclaimed "City of Sails" is the country's largest metro area. Resting between the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman
Sea, this urban paradise has something for everyone. Surrounded by native bush, rainforests, and an abundance of beaches, Auckland is a
playground for both the city savvy and those with an eye for adventure. Explore the central museums and galleries on foot, or get out onto the
water to experience the best views of the city.

Your accommodation: Sudima Auckland City
Conveniently located within easy walking distance of Auckland’s bustling shopping, arts, dining and
entertainment precincts and opposite the New Zealand International Convention Centre.

Day 2

Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.

Explore Auckland City
Perched on the edge of a large natural harbour, New Zealand's &lsquo;City of Sails&rsquo; offers the best of both worlds. Sandy beaches,
native bush and lush rainforests give way to a vibrant urban culture, humming with life. Spend time in the Viaduct Harbour, try your hand at
sailing an America&rsquo;s Cup yacht or take the ferry to nearby Waiheke Island for a gourmet food and wine experience.
Walk (if you're that way inclined) to the top of Auckland's highest volcano, Mt Eden, and take in soaring views of the gulf. Pack a picnic lunch
and lose yourself in one of the 800 regional national parks on offer or grab a book and relax on a deserted beach. Head up the Sky Tower,
standing at just over 300m tall (about 1,000 feet) and have a meal in the 360 degree revolving restaurant. Scale the outermost perimeter of the
Harbour Bridge or test your stomach and bungy off both. To end your day, catch a cab to Ponsonby Road and sample some upmarket culinary
delights.

Your accommodation: Sudima Auckland City
Conveniently located within easy walking distance of Auckland’s bustling shopping, arts, dining and
entertainment precincts and opposite the New Zealand International Convention Centre.
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Day 3

Auckland to Matamata and Hobbiton
Head southbound on State Highway one through the lush farmland and dairy pastures of the Waikato region. The Bombay Hills mark the outer
boundary of the greater Auckland area and its here you turn inland towards Matamata. This is the real Middle Earth, and you'll see many
locations used in the filming of The Lord of The Rings and The Hobbit, as well as visiting the actual set of Hobbiton.

Hobbiton Movie Set tour from Shires Rest
Become immersed in the The Lord of the Rings and Hobbit films when you visit the actual Hobbiton movie set. Located just outside of Matamata
in the heart of the lush Waikato farming region, your tour will begin with a drive through a picturesque sheep farm. You'll then be taken through
Hobbit Holes, the Green Dragon Inn, the Mill and the Party Tree while your guide shares behind-the-scenes tales and insight into the making of
the films. Spend time wandering through Bagshot Row before being led inside a Hobbit Hole to view the detailed interiors, designed to provide
an authentic glimpse into the dwelling of a Hobbit.

Matamata to Waitomo
Today you'll head towards the coast to arrive in Waitomo. Stop in historic Cambridge, home to a host of cafes, antique stores and a large village
green. Cambridge has the feel of a traditional English country town and noteworthy buildings include St. Andrew's church, the old water tower
and original courthouse. Cambridge is also the centre of New Zealand&rsquo;s equine industry, and an impressive bronze horse sculpture pays
tribute to its history.
Continue on to Otorohanga, renowned for its celebration of New Zealand's popular culture 'Kiwiana.' Stop for a visit to the &lsquo;Kiwi
House&rsquo; a native bird park owned and operated by the Otorohanga Zoological Society, Inc. Dedicated to the conservation of New
Zealand's native wildlife. Within the park you will find nocturnal kiwi houses, Tuataras and many native and endangered birds. From Otorohanga
it is only a short drive to the limestone hills that mark the Waitomo region and its famous cave complex.

Your accommodation: Waitomo Caves Guest Lodge
The guest lodge is situated right in the heart of Waitomo Caves Village, in a peaceful garden setting, with
beautiful views over the surrounding countryside. Opposite the award-winning Huhu cafe and just a couple
of minutes walk from the Waitomo i-SITE Visitor and Discovery Centre.

Day 4

Lost World Caving Tour with Waitomo Adventures
Abseil 100m into a spectacular world of prehistoric forest, glow-worms, rivers, flowstone formations and massive caverns. Explore the depths
before ascending a gigantic ladder through the craggy upper levels of the 'Spider Hole'. Nothing short of sensational, this underground
adventure is 4 hours in length.

Your accommodation: Waitomo Caves Guest Lodge
The guest lodge is situated right in the heart of Waitomo Caves Village, in a peaceful garden setting, with
beautiful views over the surrounding countryside. Opposite the award-winning Huhu cafe and just a couple
of minutes walk from the Waitomo i-SITE Visitor and Discovery Centre.
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Day 5

Waitomo to National Park Village
Travel south into the heart of the Central Volcanic Plateau, Tongariro National Park. Leaving the limestone hills of Waitomo, follow the road
through lush King Country pastures, named after the Maori King Tawhiao who lived here in exile during the mid 1800's. Continue on to arrive in
this World Heritage Park, home to three active volcanoes - Tongariro, Ruapehu and Ngauruhoe - as well as many walking tracks, adventure
activities and the renowned Tongariro Crossing.

Your accommodation: The Park Hotel Ruapehu
Located in the centre of National Park and is the ideal base for exploring New Zealand's Tongariro
Crossing. The on-site Spiral Restaurant & Bar is full of character and is open daily. The outdoor hot tubs,
courtyard hammocks & open fireplaces are complimentary for guests and offer the perfect opportunity to
relax and unwind after a day of adventure in the Ruapehu region.

Day 6

Private Guided Tongariro Alpine Crossing with Adrift
For the exclusive guided trips you'll be provided with a really personal, informative and friendly day you will never forget. This trip is tailored so
that group sizes are small, your guides are well informed and are able to provide you with an amazing experience. Your guide will also 'work
behind the scenes' constantly assessing the weather and track conditions, timing for your Ketetahi personalised transport pick-up at the end of
your hike, and other little details that will maximise your enjoyment. They can also tailor the trip to accommodate different fitness levels and
know a few tricks about avoiding weather exposed or crowded areas.

Your accommodation: The Park Hotel Ruapehu
Located in the centre of National Park and is the ideal base for exploring New Zealand's Tongariro
Crossing. The on-site Spiral Restaurant & Bar is full of character and is open daily. The outdoor hot tubs,
courtyard hammocks & open fireplaces are complimentary for guests and offer the perfect opportunity to
relax and unwind after a day of adventure in the Ruapehu region.

Day 7

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://finetravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=823 or call us on 64 9 363 2754

http://finetravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=823


National Park to Wellington
Leaving National Park, you will drive past military town of Waiouru which hosts the Army Museum, an incredible collection of New Zealand's
military history and a memorial to its servicemen. Heading south you pass through the rural towns of Taihape, Mangaweka and Bulls before
arriving on the Kapiti Coast. The coastal seaside towns of Paraparaumu, Paekakariki and Plimmerton are worth a short detour before arriving
into the capital city of Wellington. Plan to take most of the day for this drive.
Wellington City is New Zealand's capital. It sits on a wonderful deep natural harbour and is surrounded by bush clad hills. The city centre itself is
quite compact (only around 1 square kilometre) and so exploring on foot is relatively easy. From your city centre accommodation you can easily
stroll the cafes and restaurants around Courtenay Place and if you arrive early enough New Zealand's national museum, Te Papa, is also close
by.

Your accommodation: CityLife Wellington
City Life Wellington is a suite style hotel with every amenity required for a comfortable stay, as well as being
in a superb location to explore the compact city centre. Situated on Lambton Quay, you’ll find the best
shopping, tourist attractions and cultural landmarks all within easy walking distance.

Day 8

Lord Of The Rings Half Day Tour - Wellington
With some of the best Lord of the Rings tours Wellington has to offer, you will not be disappointed on this tour. You'll visit local filming locations,
view a short documentary showing the filmmaking exploits of Peter Jackson and his remarkable team and be guided through the sights and
sounds of the Weta Workshop in Miramar. This is followed by a fascinating 'Window into the workshop' exhibition, showing film props and
weaponry, with the artists themselves describing how the artefacts were created.

Wētā Workshop Experience
The Weta Cave mini-museum brings you face to face with some of the characters, props and displays from your favourite movies, including The
Hobbit and Lord of the Rings movies. Visit Weta Cave Workshop and get up close to the props, weapons and costumes created for The Lord of
the Rings, Power Rangers, The Great Wall, Avatar, District 9, and more. See artists at work on the tour stage and peek through windows that
look directly into the Workshop. Hear stories from the Weta Workshop crew. Many have worked on the films themselves!
Weta Workshop is also known for its extraordinary miniatures and bigatures created for films like The Lord of the Rings, Furious 7, The Legend
of Zorro, and Master and Commander and discover Weta Workshop's latest jaw-dropping creations.

Your accommodation: CityLife Wellington
City Life Wellington is a suite style hotel with every amenity required for a comfortable stay, as well as being
in a superb location to explore the compact city centre. Situated on Lambton Quay, you’ll find the best
shopping, tourist attractions and cultural landmarks all within easy walking distance.

Day 9
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Interislander Ferry Wellington to Picton
The 92 km journey between Wellington and Picton takes around 3 hours and has been described as 'one of the most beautiful ferry rides in the
world'. Leaving Wellington Harbour you pass many interesting points such as Pencarrow Head on top of which is New Zealand's oldest
lighthouse (1859). Red Rocks is home to a seal colony and Oterangi Bay is the site which recorded the country's highest ever wind speed of
268 kph (167 mph).
From the Cook Strait spectacular views of the Kaikoura Ranges on the South Island can be enjoyed and dolphins and many sea birds are often
seen. Around one hour of the cruise takes you through the Marlborough Sounds and this region of bush covered mountains, small islands,
crystal clear waters and secluded bays offer remarkable photographic opportunities. The final leg of your cruise travels through Queen Charlotte
Sound before coming to an end in the picturesque town of Picton.

Collect your rental car
This tour can be priced with any of the rental cars available in our fantastic range, from economy hatchbacks to prestige saloons and SUV's.

Picton to Blenheim
Only short 30 minute drive, you&rsquo;ll follow the valley south to arrive in Blenheim, located in the heart of Marlborough - New
Zealand&rsquo;s largest wine producing region. Go through acres of leafy green vines and marvel at the magnificent &lsquo;dry hills&rsquo; of
Marlborough in the distance.

Your accommodation: Bella Vista Blenheim
In a quiet location and close to town, Bella Vista Motel is in the heart of Blenheim. Surrounded by the world-
famous Marlborough wine growing area and just a few minutes walk from a wide variety of restaurants and
bars.

Day 10

Marlborough and the Sounds
The Marlborough region is one of the most diverse in New Zealand. Comprised of many sunken river valleys known as &lsquo;Sounds&rsquo; it
offers countless adventure and relaxation opportunities. Surrounded by bush-clad mountains and clear waters, Marlborough is home to an
abundance of marine life and seabirds including dolphins, seals, penguins, the fantail, bellbird and wood pigeon.
Spread across 4,000 km&sup2; it lies at the South Island's north-easternmost point, between Tasman Bay and Cloudy Bay. Sparsely populated,
many of the isolated houses and resorts are only accessible by boats making this an ideal getaway destination. The main sounds are Queen
Charlotte, Pelorus, Kenepuru and Tory Channel&nbsp; - a major arm of Queen Charlotte Sound. Between them they isolate the hills of Arapawa
Island from the mainland.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Marlborough Icons Tour with Marlborough Tour Company - Lunch Included
Marlborough has become world famous for two iconic areas, the Marlborough wine region and the Marlborough Sounds. Enjoy the perfect
combo tour through both areas on the Marlborough Icons Tour. This tour starts in the heart of the Marlborough wine region with two fine wine
experiences including Cloudy Bay winery, then in the afternoon enjoy a totally unique Seafood Cruise in the Marlborough Sounds. Learn about
seafood farming, take in the stunning scenery and enjoy fresh local seafood with a glass of award winning Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc.

Your accommodation: Bella Vista Blenheim
In a quiet location and close to town, Bella Vista Motel is in the heart of Blenheim. Surrounded by the world-
famous Marlborough wine growing area and just a few minutes walk from a wide variety of restaurants and
bars.
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Day 11

Blenheim to Christchurch
Crossing the dry hills of the Marlborough ranges you head towards one of the most spectacular coastlines of the South Island, the Kaikoura
Coast. The road hugs the shore for around 50 kilometres and offers many chances to view the native wildlife such as seabirds and New Zealand
fur seals. To the east, you see the turquoise waters of the South Pacific Ocean and to the west the towering Kaikoura Ranges. Go through
Kaikoura Township a bustling place with many cafes and shops but the main reason for visiting here is the wildlife. Depending on the season
you may also see migrating Humpback Whales, Pilot Whales, Blue Whales and Southern Right Whales.
Continue along the coast before heading inland through North Canterbury's major wine region, the Waipara Valley. You are also introduced to
the South Island's most numerous inhabitants, the sheep. Choose to take a 40 minute detour to Hanmer Springs for a relaxing dip in the thermal
pools before arriving in Christchurch, your destination for the night.

Your accommodation: Terra Vive Luxury Suites and Apartments
Terra Vive Luxury Suites and Apartments offer luxury accommodation in the heart of Christchurch City.
Situated within the beautiful tree-lined street of Bealey Avenue, Terra Vive is ideally located in close
proximity to the shops, restaurants and cafes.

Day 12

Lord of the Rings Edoras Tour
Journey to the remote and beautiful Mt Potts high country station, home of Mt Sunday. See how this spectacular mountain was transformed into
Edoras, the capital city of the Rohan people from the Lord of the Rings trilogy. Marvel at its rugged unspoiled beauty and breathe in the clear
mountain air, while you indulge in a gourmet sparkling wine picnic.

Your accommodation: Terra Vive Luxury Suites and Apartments
Terra Vive Luxury Suites and Apartments offer luxury accommodation in the heart of Christchurch City.
Situated within the beautiful tree-lined street of Bealey Avenue, Terra Vive is ideally located in close
proximity to the shops, restaurants and cafes.

Day 13
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Christchurch to Aoraki Mt Cook National Park
Today you'll drive through the heart of the South Island, crossing the vast Canterbury plains. Catch your breath in Geraldine before continuing
through Fairlie. Ascending Burkes pass you'll come to the picturesque lakeside town of Tekapo.
Follow the road and take in the view of Aoraki Mt Cook (New Zealand's tallest mountain) from the shores of Lake Pukaki, known for its glacier
fed turquoise blue colour. Continue along the lake to your final destination Mt Cook Village.
Please note: There are no food shops at Mt Cook, and dinner options are limited to one restaurant. If you wish to self-cater, you must stock up
before arriving in Mt Cook, or make dinner reservations in advance.

Your accommodation: Mt Cook Motel
Mt Cook Motel is located in the centre of Mt. Cook village. The self-contained units are spacious and all are
surrounded by alpine mountain views.

Day 14

Aoraki Mt Cook National Park to Queenstown
Leaving the alpine region of Aoraki Mt Cook, you'll travel through the lakeside town of Twizel, then a little further to Omarama the gliding capital
of New Zealand. Continue on over the Lindis Pass, one of New Zealand's highest roads with a summit of 971 metres. Arrive in the quaint village
of Tarras, then continue on a short way to the historic Bendigo Reserve, one of Otago's original gold mining settlements.
Follow the road to Cromwell, and keep going through the sheer cliffs of the Kawarau Gorge towards Gibbston, one of New Zealand's premier
wine growing regions. See the historic Kawarau Bridge where you can bungy jump or relax and watch others take the plunge. Approaching
Queenstown, the Remarkables mountain range comes into view as you arrive into the adventure capital of New Zealand.

Your accommodation: Scenic Suites Queenstown
Scenic Suites Queenstown offers guests exquisite style, comfort and spectacular views over Lake Wakatipu
and the Southern Alps. The hotel prides itself on its four star hospitality that will make your stay in
Queenstown even more memorable.

Day 15

Dart River Wilderness Jet
Journey deep into the heart of the world-renowned Mt Aspiring National Park, where myth, heritage and fantasy come to life. As one of
Queenstown&rsquo;s most exhilarating activities, the Wilderness Jet adventures on a spectacular journey deep into the heart of the world-
renowned Mount Aspiring National Park.

Your accommodation: Scenic Suites Queenstown
Scenic Suites Queenstown offers guests exquisite style, comfort and spectacular views over Lake Wakatipu
and the Southern Alps. The hotel prides itself on its four star hospitality that will make your stay in
Queenstown even more memorable.
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Day 16
Your accommodation: Scenic Suites Queenstown
Scenic Suites Queenstown offers guests exquisite style, comfort and spectacular views over Lake Wakatipu
and the Southern Alps. The hotel prides itself on its four star hospitality that will make your stay in
Queenstown even more memorable.

Day 17

Your final morning in Queenstown before driving to the airport and catching your next flight
Depending on when your flight departs you might have time for one last Queenstown adventure before dropping your car off at the airport and
catching your flight.
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Tour details
Departures: Daily
Tour type: Nationwide Self Drive
Starts: Auckland
Finishes: Queenstown
Tour length: 17
Accomodation: Apartments
Car/transport type:  

Included activities
Includes Private airport transfers

Includes Interislander ferry crossing

Includes Hobbiton Movie Set Tour, Matamata

Includes Weta Cave Workshop Tour, Wellington

Includes LOTR Film Locations Tour, Wellington

Includes Lord of the Rings Edoras full day tour, Christchurch

Includes Lord of the Rings Great Forests Scenic Helicopter Flight, Queenstown

Includes Dart River Wilderness Safari, Glenorchy

Includes Private Scenic Highlights Tour of Tongariro National Park with Adventure Outdoors

Accommodation summary
Day 1 Sudima Auckland City
Day 2 Sudima Auckland City
Day 3 Waitomo Caves Guest Lodge
Day 4 Waitomo Caves Guest Lodge
Day 5 The Park Hotel Ruapehu
Day 6 The Park Hotel Ruapehu
Day 7 CityLife Wellington
Day 8 CityLife Wellington
Day 9 Bella Vista Blenheim
Day 10 Bella Vista Blenheim
Day 11 Terra Vive Luxury Suites and Apartments
Day 12 Terra Vive Luxury Suites and Apartments
Day 13 Mt Cook Motel
Day 14 Scenic Suites Queenstown
Day 15 Scenic Suites Queenstown
Day 16 Scenic Suites Queenstown
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