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South Island Snow & Soak Package
Starting in Christchurch, you will journey south and experience the serenity of the Mackenzie District,
home to breathtaking landscapes and starry night skies. Next, you'll head to the alpine paradise of
Wānaka, offering thrilling days on the slopes of Cardrona or Treble Cone. Concluding your
unforgettable escape in Queenstown, you'll have another opportunity to ski world-class runs at
Coronet Peak or The Remarkables, followed by ample time to explore the adventure capital's
stunning natural beauty and vibrant atmosphere. This tour blends serene escapes with exhilarating
alpine experiences, showcasing the best of New Zealand's South Island. 

Starts in: Christchurch
Finishes in: Queenstown
Length: 8days / 7nights
Accommodation: Hotel 4 star
Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: Late model rental cars Includes: Fully inclusive rental car insurance
(excess may apply)

Includes: Unlimited kms Includes: Afterhours emergency support while
touring

Included activity: The Visitor Promise - Cultural
Learning Course

Included activity: Electronic Travel Guide and In-
Country Support App

Included activity: Private Transfer Christchurch
International Airport to Christchurch
Accommodation

Included activity: Tekapo Springs Hot Pools

Included activity: Cardrona Resort Day Lift Pass
and Ski Rental Package

Included activity: TSS Earnslaw Cruise and
Walter Peak Gourmet BBQ Dinner

Included activity: 1 Day Lift Superpass with NZ
Ski

Included activity: Equipment Rental with NZ Ski

Included activity: The Original Onsen Evening
Session

Included activity: Gondola Ride with Skyline
Queenstown

: 7 breakfasts
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Day 1

Welcome to Christchurch City
New Zealand's garden city is steadily being transformed into a vibrant urban destination. Encompassing a large green belt, it is known for its
wide tree lined avenues and lush gardens. A great way to explore the city or easy way to see the sights or ride the historic trams across town to
the renowned botanic gardens and the unique cardboard Transitional Cathedral, that's right it is built of cardboard!

Private Transfer Christchurch International Airport to Christchurch Accommodation
On arrival, you will be met by a private driver and transferred to your Christchurch accommodation.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Kai Bites Share with Amiki Cultural Food Tours
Discover cultural treasures hidden in plain sight and savor the city's diverse flavors with this two-and-a-half-hour inner-city walk featuring kai
stops, the perfect way to explore Ōtautahi Christchurch. This tour includes the Ōtautahi Hikoi stops and embraces the principles of
manaakitanga (hospitality) and whanaungatanga (connection), emphasising the importance of sharing kai (food) in Māori culture. The cultural
food tour celebrates the diversity of modern-day Ōtautahi-Christchurch. From historic tales of gathering mahinga kai along the riverbanks to
sampling some of our finest contemporary flavours, this tour offers a sensory journey like no other.

Your accommodation: Sudima Christchurch City
Sudima Christchurch City is a brand new 5-star boutique hotel, ideally located on Victoria Street. Amidst an
array of cafes, restaurants and bars, stay only a martini olive pips’ throw from beautiful Hagley Park and
Christchurch’s CBD. Experience the garden city in comfort and style.

Day 2

Collect Rental Car
This tour's from price includes an intermediate-sized vehicle, setting you up for comfortable travels. Yet, we understand every adventure is
unique! Feel free to select the perfect wheels from our incredible collection of rental cars, spanning from economy hatchbacks to premium
SUVs.

Christchurch to Lake Tekapo
Today you head into the heart of the South Island. After crossing the vast Canterbury Plains, you will reach the township of Geraldine, which
offers an ideal refreshment stop before you head into Mackenzie Country.
Passing through places such as Beautiful Valley it's not hard to understand where the names originate. Ascending Burkes Pass and onto the
high country plateau and the picturesque town of Lake Tekapo, the first of the large Southern Lakes. It's a great place to take a scenic flight,
enjoy a guided horse trek, a boat trip on the pristine lake or just enjoy the magnificent views.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Dark Sky Project Summit Experience
Experience the cosmos like never before with the Summit Experience at Lake Takapō (Tekapo), one of the best places on Earth for stargazing.
Located on the summit of Mount John within the Aoraki Mackenzie International Dark Sky Reserve, this is your exclusive opportunity to explore
the night sky from New Zealand&rsquo;s only professional research observatory. Guided by passionate astronomy experts, you'll delve deep
into the universe using powerful telescopes, including a 16&rdquo; telescope within a private dome. Discover distant galaxies, constellations,
planets, and star clusters while gaining a richer understanding of both Māori and Western knowledge systems. You'll leave with a new
perspective on the stars, all while surrounded by the stunning landscape and the clearest, darkest skies in the Southern Hemisphere.

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://finetravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=1868 or call us on 64 9 363 2754

http://finetravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=1868


Lake Tekapo
Tekapo is New Zealand's highest lake, and it is renowned for its astonishing turquoise waters. This vibrant hue is due to fine rock particles
suspended in the glacier-fed lake, reflecting light. A highlight for visitors is the iconic Church of the Good Shepherd, a stone building dedicated
in 1935, which incorporates timber from the old Tekapo bridge. Nearby, a bronze sheepdog statue honors the vital role of these animals in the
local farming community. For breathtaking panoramic views, drive up or walk up Mt&nbsp;John&nbsp;to the Canterbury University Observatory.
A short distance away, Lake Alexandrina offers a peaceful retreat as a wildlife reserve with no motorized crafts allowed. For an unforgettable
perspective, consider a scenic flight over Mt Cook National Park and Tasman Glacier.&nbsp;

Tekapo Springs Hot Pools
Tekapo Springs offers three adjoining main Hot Pools for you to sit back, relax and enjoy yourself while looking out to the beautiful Two Thumb
range and stunning Lake Tekapo. Pool temperatures range from forty degrees celsius to thirty-six degrees celsius and each pool offers
something different - massage jets to assist in taking away any aches and pains and fountains to splash under.

Your accommodation: Peppers Bluewater Resort
Peppers Bluewater sits overlooking stunning Lake Tekapo and the Southern Alps and is just a short walk to
the small towns facilities. Also close by is the Tekapo Springs Day Spa, a great place to relax after a day
exploring. Facilities include an on site restaurant and bar.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 3

Lake Tekapo to Wanaka
Lake Pukaki is just another 30 minutes from Lake Tekapo and its from here you can be rewarded with spectacular views the full length of the
lake and into Aoraki Mount Cook National Park. In Mount Cook Village a myriad of activities are available from glacier landings by ski plane or
helicopter, kayaking on a glacial lake and a host of walks to suit all abilities and time frames. At The Hermitage Hotel the Sir Edmund Hillary
Alpine Centre is a must see.
Twizel, just south of Aoraki Mount Cook was the location of many Lord of the Rings movie scenes and a little further on is Omarama, the gliding
capital of New Zealand. Wrinkly Rams is a local caf&eacute; with great coffee and fresh homemade food. The Lindis Pass is one of New
Zealand&rsquo;s highest roads with the summit reaching 971 metres. The tussock covered hills offer an unusual contrast as you pass from the
Mackenzie Basin and into Central Otago.
Bendigo, just off the main highway, was one of Otago&rsquo;s original gold mining settlements and well marked paths will guide you to explore
the remains of stone cottages and other buildings from this bygone era.
Approaching Wanaka the wonderful alpine lake welcomes you to the town. Despite its size Wanaka has a wide variety of activities available. In
winter it is without doubt New Zealand's premier ski destination with its very close location to Treble Cone and Cardrona. Mt Aspiring National
Park sits to western edge of the lake and offers some wonderful walking tracks for all abilities. Fishing, sailing and kitesurfing are popular
pastimes on the lake and the many beach access points provide some great picnic and relaxing spots.

Wānaka
Nestled on the shores of one of New Zealand's largest lakes and framed by the stunning Southern Alps. Wānaka is an alpine village that
perfectly blends adventure, breathtaking scenery, and a laid-back vibe. In winter, Wānaka transforms into a bustling hub as snow sports
enthusiasts flock to its renowned ski fields, Treble Cone and Cardrona, as well as cross-country at Snow Farm. As the gateway to Mt Aspiring
National Park, it offers endless opportunities for hikers, with trails winding through remote wilderness, majestic peaks, and serene river valleys.
Closer to town, you&rsquo;ll find a network of scenic walking tracks, such as the popular Mount Iron Track, and from the lakefront, it is a short
walk to "That Wanaka Tree". For thrill-seekers, Wānaka is an adrenaline playground, offering skydiving, paragliding, downhill biking, rock
climbing, and jet boating.&nbsp;
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Lake Cruise and Island Nature Walk with Eco Wanaka
Lying close to the centre of Lake Wanaka is Mou Waho Island Nature Reserve. A unique glacial remnant of the last ice age, the island is also
the historic site of early shipbuilding and used to be a stopping place for the steamers and log rafts that once plied the lake. Accessible from
Wanaka by a 35-minute boat cruise, the landing is on the eastern side of the island where the remnants of the early settlement remain; a stone
wharf and a hut. A well-formed track leads from the landing and climbs steadily through native bush to near the top of Tyrwhitt Peak. Just before
the top, we see Arethusa Pool, a small lake on the island with small islands in it - very intriguing! From the top, we have a sweeping 360-degree
view of Lake Wanaka, its surrounding mountains and valleys, and below Arethusa Pool. The perfect spot to stop for tea or coffee. Going back
down the track gives us more time to take in our surroundings, listening to and watching the lively bird-life, and just enjoying this unique wildlife
reserve. You will feel well rewarded as you re-join the boat for the cruise back to Wanaka. Total cruise time is 1.5 hours. The trip runs subject to
weather and lake conditions. Depending on the planting season, you can help The Reforestation of Mou Waho by planting a tree.

Your accommodation: Edgewater Wanaka
Edgewater is Wanaka's leading hotel located right on the edge of Lake Wanaka. A short stroll to the town
centres shops, cafes and restaurants and close to many walking trails the resort is ideal to explore this
wonderful Alpine setting.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 4

Cardrona Ski Field Day Lift Pass and Rental Package
Cardrona is New Zealand's fun and family-friendly ski resort with the most reliable snow conditions in the region. Its high elevation and southerly
aspect mean dry natural snow is plentiful, which is further enhanced by snowmaking facilities. Cardrona is the perfect place for beginners and
intermediates, with NZ's only combined gondola chairlift, easy-to-use surface lifts, specialised beginner packages and plenty of wide open trails
spread over three basins. If you're up for a challenge, you'll find it in Arcadia, with secret powder stashes, chutes and cliff drops. Cardrona is
home to the NZ Park &amp; Pipe Team &amp; offers the&nbsp;most extensive terrain park facilities in the Southern Hemisphere with four
terrain parks, two half pipes and a gravity-cross course. Boasting eight distinctly different cafes, fully licensed kids'&nbsp;centres, on-mountain
accommodation, retail; ski &amp; snowboard lessons; and a fully equipped rental department, Cardrona is pure gold.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Cardrona Distillery Classic Tour
The tour includes a journey through the working distillery and barrelhouse and finishes with a tutored tasting of Cardrona Distillery's artisan
spirits.

Your accommodation: Edgewater Wanaka
Edgewater is Wanaka's leading hotel located right on the edge of Lake Wanaka. A short stroll to the town
centres shops, cafes and restaurants and close to many walking trails the resort is ideal to explore this
wonderful Alpine setting.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 5
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Wanaka to Queenstown
Leaving Wanaka you head over New Zealand's highest sealed road, Crown Range Road before dropping into Queenstown. During winter
months the Crown Range Road experiences alpine conditions, so you need to be prepared before driving this road. As it is New Zealand's
highest sealed road it can be prone to ice and snow. There are many signs advising the road conditions so take notice of these or ask locally if
the road is fine to be driven that day. The alternative route via the Kawarau Gorge (State Highway 6) is just 20 minutes longer. The golden rule
is check and drive to the conditions. If you have snow chains with your rental vehicle please make sure you know how to fit them.

Queenstown
Queenstown known in Māori as Tāhuna, is home to many adrenaline-inducing activities. Nestled on the shores of Lake Wakatipu, this alpine
town has very distinct seasons, and most adrenaline-filled activities can be accessed year-round. Queenstown is home to jet boating, bungy
jumping, rafting, skydiving, paragliding, and even indoor thrills. If you want that rush - head out on the Shotover Jet, dive off the Nevis Bungy,
freefall on the Canyon Swing, or Zip line the Gondola. While arguably the brightest gem in New Zealand&rsquo;s crown, Queenstown offers far
more than an action-packed getaway. If you&rsquo;re looking for a slightly slower pace, there are plenty of recreational activities, including
hiking and biking trails to explore, guided tours, boat cruises, scenic flights, or spa and wellness options to help you get away. Head to the
lakefront, eat at one of the al fresco eateries, and soak up the local vibes; catch a ride on the iconic 100-year-old steamship the TSS Earnslaw;
or take the Skyline Gondola and enjoy bird's-eye views of the Remarkables mountain ranges and Lake Wakatipu. Pack a picnic and go for a
hike, only 20 minutes from Central Queenstown, Coronet Peak opens for summer sightseeing. You can ride the Peak Gondola to the top for
panoramic views and hike the trails, or go for a bike ride on many excellent biking trails. In winter, Queenstown becomes a world-class winter
resort, with four ski areas and a range of activities, bars, restaurants, and ways to relax and unwind.&nbsp;

TSS Earnslaw Cruise and Walter Peak Gourmet BBQ Dinner
Enjoy a quintessential Kiwi experience, a delicious gourmet BBQ buffet meal, and a farm demonstration in a stunning lakeside setting. Take in
the stunning views of Lake Wakatipu and its surroundings as you cruise across the lake to the historic Walter Peak high country farm aboard the
TSS Earnslaw Steamship. Enjoy the ambiance of the heart of the stately homestead while your Colonel&rsquo;s Homestead Restaurant chef
prepares a gourmet BBQ dinner. Your seasonal menu includes an extensive selection of local New Zealand produce, including succulent meats
and a selection of delicious vegetables and salads. Complete your meal with your choice of delicious desserts, or New Zealand cheeses. After
dinner, watch the farm dogs in action with a sheep-herding demonstration and say hello to the other farm animals. Finally, cruise home under
the southern stars and enjoy the fresh night air as the lights of Queenstown draw ever closer.

Your accommodation: Millennium Hotel Queenstown
Right in the heart of the action, the Millennium Hotel is just minutes from Queenstown's central shopping
and entertainment district. Outdoor activities such as bungy jumping, white water rafting and jet boating are
just some of the easily accessible activities nearby in New Zealand's adventure capital.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 6

1 Day Lift Superpass with NZ Ski
The New Zealand Superpass is the most flexible lift pass in New Zealand, giving you access to Coronet Peak, The Remarkables, Mt Hutt along
with Snowplanet, Turoa, Whakapapa, Porters, Roundhill, Mt Dobson, and Ohau ski areas. Get more choice, more fun, and more snow time with
your New Zealand Superpass, and make the most of your New Zealand holiday!
The New Zealand 1 Day Superpass is your ticket to fun both on or off the mountains. The New Zealand Superpass can also be used as a
Twilight Pass on applicable days at Coronet Peak (visit the Guest Services Desk to swap to a Twilight Pass). If you decide not to ski you can
also swap your New Zealand Superpass for credit towards a selection of off-mountain activities, retail stores, bars and restaurants in
Queenstown.
Want to ski a little longer, don't own your own gear or snow clothing, or not sure if your skills are up to scratch?
No worries, just get in touch and we can help you add additional days, rentals, or lessons.

Equipment Rental with NZ Ski
Everything you need is available directly on the mountain, no need to carry it all up. You'll find the latest gear, and the on-site technicians keep it
in top condition. If you want to swap, exchange, upgrade, or if you find something is not quite right, they'll take care of it on the spot.

For a detailed copy of this itinerary go to http://finetravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=1868 or call us on 64 9 363 2754

http://finetravel.nzwt.co.nz/tour.php?tour_id=1868


The Original Onsen Evening Session
Enjoy the most memorable experience in Queenstown and surround yourself with a sky of stars and 14 Japanese lanterns as you soak up the
warm waters of the Onsen Hot Pools. Nestled high into a cliff-side overlooking the magnificent Shotover River canyon, the experience is all
about unwinding and soaking-up Queenstown's spectacular scenery, enjoying the pure waters and the fresh mountain air as your mind and
body surrenders to the deep penetrating warmth and gentle massage of the private pools. Water temperature is set according to the day -
generally between 37.8C on a hot day, to 39.8C during a snow-storm and in the summer one of the pools is kept cold for those who relish the
thought of a cold plunge!

Your accommodation: Millennium Hotel Queenstown
Right in the heart of the action, the Millennium Hotel is just minutes from Queenstown's central shopping
and entertainment district. Outdoor activities such as bungy jumping, white water rafting and jet boating are
just some of the easily accessible activities nearby in New Zealand's adventure capital.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 7

Explore Queenstown
Well-known as New Zealand's &lsquo;adventure capital&rsquo;, Queenstown is home to a range of adventures, from the world's first and most
famous bungy jumps to jet boat thrills, white-water rafting, and skydiving. However, Queenstown offers far more than a fast-paced, action-
packed holiday. Settled on the shores of beautiful Lake Wakatipu beneath a soaring panorama of the Remarkables Mountain Range, this alpine
town is surrounded by many historic, gastronomic, and scenic wonders. Take a stroll through the beautiful lakefront parks and gardens, browse
through market stalls on weekends, dine in wonderful al-fresco restaurants, or ride on the 100-year-old historic Steamship - TSS Earnslaw to
Walter Peak Station. Take the Queenstown Gondola up to Bob's Peak and soak up the panoramic views of the magnificent lake and mountain
ranges. And after all of that, if you do want the adrenaline rush, Queenstown is known for taking your pick from the Shotover Jet, Canyon Swing,
Zipline, Luge, or Heli-hike.

Queenstown Skyline Gondola Ride
Hop aboard the Skyline Gondola - the steepest cable car lift in the Southern Hemisphere! From which you can take in the awe-inspiring views of
this spectacular landscape. Sit back and relax as you enjoy panoramic views of The Remarkables, Walter Peak, Cecil Peak, Coronet Peak and
the magnificent Lake Wakatipu.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Appellation Boutique Wine Tour
Experience a tasting journey through three of Central Otago&rsquo;s incredibly scenic and varying wine sub-regions; Gibbston, Bannockburn
and Cromwell. Visit three boutique vineyards, tasting their unique cool climate wines and discover why the Central Otago region has become
world-renowned in its own right. Indulge at a fourth vineyard restaurant for a platter-style lunch, savouring the finest and freshest produce,
accompanied with a wine flight.
There will also be an opportunity to retrace history when you stroll through the charming historical settlement of Old Cromwell.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Twilight Wine & Craft Beer Tour with Altitude Tours
For those who appreciate the finer things without the formality, this late-afternoon escape offers a sophisticated yet relaxed way to toast the end
of a Queenstown day. As the golden hour settles over the Gibbston Valley, you&rsquo;ll be whisked away in a premium Mercedes vehicle to
sample the very best of Central Otago&rsquo;s liquid gold.

Your accommodation: Millennium Hotel Queenstown
Right in the heart of the action, the Millennium Hotel is just minutes from Queenstown's central shopping
and entertainment district. Outdoor activities such as bungy jumping, white water rafting and jet boating are
just some of the easily accessible activities nearby in New Zealand's adventure capital.
Meals included: Breakfast
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Day 8

Depart Queenstown today
Drop your rental car at the Queenstown airport today.
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Tour details
Departures: Daily
Tour type: South Island Self Drive
Starts: Christchurch
Finishes: Queenstown
Tour length: 8
Accomodation: Hotel 4 star
Car/transport type:  

Accommodation summary
Day 1 Sudima Christchurch City
Day 2 Peppers Bluewater Resort
Day 3 Edgewater Wanaka
Day 4 Edgewater Wanaka
Day 5 Millennium Hotel Queenstown
Day 6 Millennium Hotel Queenstown
Day 7 Millennium Hotel Queenstown
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