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4 day Kaikoura, TranzAlpine and West Coast Glaciers to
Queenstown

Spend 4 days touring across the South Island on an outstanding independent coach tour and stay in
4 star hotel accommodation. Ride from coast to coast on the TranzAlpine train, discover Gibbston
Valley and Queenstown, visit the beautiful lakes of Wanaka and Hawea, enjoy a magical whale
watching tour, plus more!

Starts in: Wellington
Finishes in: Queenstown
Length: 4days / 3nights
Accommodation: Hotel 4 star
Can be customised: Yes

This itinerary can be customised to suit you
perfectly. We can add more days, remove days,
change accommodations, mix it up, add
activities to suit your interests or simply design
and create something from scratch. Call us
today to get your custom New Zealand itinerary
underway.

Inclusions:

Includes: All coach transport Includes: All pick ups/drop offs at destinations
Includes: Afterhours emergency support while
touring

Included activity: Interislander Ferry Wellington to
Picton with Premium Plus Lounge

Included activity: Picton to Kaikoura by Intercity
Coach

Included activity: Shared Transfer from Kaikoura
Railway Station to Accommodation with Kaikoura
Shuttles

Included activity: The Visitor Promise - Cultural
Learning Course

Included activity: Shared Transfer from Kaikoura
Accommodation to Railway Station with Kaikoura
Shuttles

Included activity: Ocean's Cabin with Whale
Watch Kaikōura

Included activity: Kaikoura to Christchurch with
Intercity

Included activity: Private transfer Lichfield Street
Bus Station to your accommodation with
Christchurch Touring

Included activity: Shared Transfer from
Christchurch CBD Accommodation to
Christchurch Train Station with Christchurch
Touring Company

Included activity: TranzAlpine Scenic Train:
Christchurch to Greymouth

Included activity: Greymouth Train Station to
Franz Josef with Hokitika Scenic Tours

Included activity: Glacier Valley Shuttle Included activity: Franz Josef to Queenstown with
Glacier Shuttles

: Meals included: 3 breakfasts
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Day 1

Interislander Ferry Wellington to Picton with Premium Plus Lounge
The 92 km ferry journey between Wellington and Picton, taking around 3 hours, is hailed as one of the world&rsquo;s most beautiful ferry rides.
Departing Wellington Harbour, you&rsquo;ll pass landmarks like Pencarrow Head with New Zealand&rsquo;s oldest lighthouse, Red
Rocks&rsquo; seal colony, and Oterangi Bay, famous for its record wind speed. From the Cook Strait, marvel at views of the Kaikōura Ranges
and spot dolphins and seabirds. An hour of the trip winds through the stunning Marlborough Sounds, featuring bush-clad mountains, tranquil
bays, and crystal-clear waters&mdash;a photographer&rsquo;s dream. The journey concludes in the charming town of Picton at the end of
Queen Charlotte Sound. When not soaking up the views from the deck, relax in the Premium Plus lounge, offering complimentary drinks,
snacks, internet, and luxurious seating for the most comfortable way to cross the Cook Strait.

Picton to Kaikoura by Intercity Coach
From Picton, you head south on State Highway 1 towards Blenheim which sits right at the heart of New Zealand's largest wine-producing region,
Marlborough. Crossing the 'dry hills' of the Marlborough ranges you head towards one of the most spectacular coastlines of the South Island,
the Kaikoura Coast. The road hugs the shore for around 50 kilometers and offers many chances to view the native wildlife such as seabirds and
New Zealand fur seals. To the east are the turquoise waters of the South Pacific Ocean and to the west are the towering Kaikoura Ranges.
Kaikoura Township is a bustling little place with many cafes, restaurants, and shops but the main reason for visiting here is the wildlife.

Shared Transfer from Kaikoura Railway Station to Accommodation with Kaikoura Shuttles
Today you will be met at Kaikoura railway station and transferred to your accommodation.

Your accommodation: Sudima Hotel Kaikōura
This state-of-the-art waterfront hotel in Kaikōura has a 4.5 star rating with an outstanding in-house
restaurant, a bar and conference facilities.

Day 2

Shared Transfer from Kaikoura Accommodation to Railway Station with Kaikoura Shuttles
You will be met at your accommodation by a representative from Kaikoura Shuttles and transported to your point of departure.

Ocean's Cabin with Whale Watch Kaikōura
Experience New Zealand's only marine-based whale-watching company. Whale Watch Kaikōura offers a once-in-a-lifetime, up-close encounter
with the giant Sperm Whale. You are also likely to encounter New Zealand fur seals, dolphins, and albatross. Depending on the season you
may also see Pilot, Blue, and Southern Right whales as well as migrating humpbacks. Often orcas can be spotted here and the world's smallest
dolphin, the Hectors, occasionally makes an appearance.

Kaikoura to Christchurch with Intercity
The drive from Kaikoura to Christchurch continues to follow the spectacular coastline before heading inland and through North Canterbury's
major wine region, the Waipara Valley. You are also introduced to the South Island's most numerous inhabitants, the sheep. Arriving in
Christchurch City puts you close to the airport and the International Antarctic Centre and a visit is highly recommended. Here you can get as
close to experiencing life on the frozen continent without actually visiting plus see New Zealand's little blue penguins and ride in a Haaglund
Tracked vehicle.

Private transfer Lichfield Street Bus Station to your accommodation with Christchurch Touring
A private transfer will collect you from the coach stop and transfer you to your accommodation.
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Your accommodation: Sudima Christchurch City
Sudima Christchurch City is a brand new 5-star boutique hotel, ideally located on Victoria Street. Amidst an
array of cafes, restaurants and bars, stay only a martini olive pips’ throw from beautiful Hagley Park and
Christchurch’s CBD. Experience the garden city in comfort and style.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 3

Shared Transfer from Christchurch CBD Accommodation to Christchurch Train Station with Christchurch Touring
Company
You will be met by a driver at your Christchurch Accommodation and transferred to the railway station.&nbsp;

TranzAlpine Scenic Train: Christchurch to Greymouth
The early morning departure is rewarded with incredible scenery today onboard the TranzAlpine Scenic Train. Considered one of the world's
great train journeys, it travels between the East Coast, Christchurch and the West Coast, Greymouth. From your carriage, you'll see the fields of
the Canterbury Plains and farmland, followed by the spectacular gorges and river valleys of the Waimakariri River. The train then climbs into the
Southern Alps passing through small settlements and Arthur's Pass National Park before descending through the lush beech rain forest to the
West Coast town of Greymouth, a great base for visits to Punakaiki and the West Coast glaciers.

Greymouth Train Station to Franz Josef with Hokitika Scenic Tours
Depart Greymouth, and head south through Hokitika and towards Glacier Country.&nbsp; Pass through Ross, a historic gold mining town where
several old buildings remain intact. Travelling further down the coast drive through Hari Hari, the town where Guy Menzies, the first person to fly
solo over the Tasman crash-landed. Follow the coast through several small towns including Whataroa, the only home to the Kōtuku-White
Heron which is showcased on the New Zealand $2 coin. From there it is a short drive and on a clear day you may even catch a glimpse of the
Franz Josef glacier as you arrive in the town centre.

Glacier Valley Shuttle
You&rsquo;ll be transferred up the Franz Josef Valley to the road end, where you&rsquo;ll have the opportunity to walk to a viewing platform
with views of the glacier. Alternatively, you can enjoy one of the other scenic short walks in the area.

Your accommodation: Scenic Hotel Franz Josef Glacier
Only a breath away from the Franz Josef Glacier, Scenic Hotel is located in the heart of Franz Josef Village.
Here you will find all of the amenities you would expect, as well as being close to the shops, restaurants and
activities on offer in the beautiful Westland region.
Meals included: Breakfast

Day 4

Franz Josef to Queenstown with Glacier Shuttles
Set off from the small village of Franz Josef, set at the edge of Franz Josef Glacier (one of the world's most accessible glaciers), and travel
through the remote and unspoiled scenery of the West Coast. Take the scenic Haast Pass through the Southern Alps, the southernmost pass
between the East and West coasts of the South Island. See the clear and pristine waters of Lake Hawea as you travel east, passing Lake
Hawea and Lake Wānaka as you continue through to New Zealand's 'Adventure Capital', Queenstown.
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Tour details
Departures: Daily
Tour type: Independant Bus & Coach
Starts: Wellington
Finishes: Queenstown
Tour length: 4
Accomodation: Hotel 4 star
Car/transport type:  

Accommodation summary
Day 1 Sudima Hotel Kaikōura
Day 2 Sudima Christchurch City
Day 3 Scenic Hotel Franz Josef Glacier
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